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SUBJECT: EMPLOYMENT OF NON-CIT IZ ENS IN ISRAEL 

REF: STATE 166470 

1 . THE MINISTRY OF LABOR LEGAL ADVISER INFORMED THE 
LABOR ATTACHE THAT NON-CITIZENS EMPLOYED BY FOREIGN 
COMPANIES AND WISHING TO WORK IN ISRAEL SHOULD APPLY 
FOR SPECIAL RESIDENCE VISAS PERMITTING THEM TO WORK. 

THESE ARE GENERALLY GIVEN WITHOUT TOO MUCH DIFFICULTY 
PROVIDED THAT THE SKILL LEVEL AND THE RESPONSIBILITIES 
OF THE EMPLOYEES ARE SUCH THAT THEY DO NOT DEPRIVE 
READILY AVAILABLE ISRAELI MANPOWER OF EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES. 

2. DECISIONS FOR N VISAS LIE WITH THE 

MINISTRY OF INTERIOR WHICH REQUESTS THE APPROVAL OF THE 
DIRECTOR OF EMPLOYMENT SERVICES IN THE MINISTRY 
OF LABOR AND SOCIAL BETTERMENT. FOREIGN 
EMPLOYEES ARE FULLY SUBJECT TO THE ISRAELI LABOR LAWS 
INCLUDING PROVISIONS FOR DISMISSAL PAYMENTS, 

HEALTH, PAID VACATIONS AND HOLIDAYS, PENSION 
AND ACCIDENT INSURANCE. IF THE POSITION WHICH 
THE FOREIGN WORKER INTENDS TO ASSUME IS COVERED 
BY AN ISRAELI COLLECTIVE AGREEMENT, ALL PROVISIONS 
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OF THAT AGREEMENT ARE APPLICABLE TO HIS EMPLOYMENT 
CONDITIONS. 

3. THE LEGAL ADVISER POINTED OUT, HOWEVER, THAT 
EXEMPTIONS TO SOME OR MOST OF THESE OBLIGATIONS 
CAN BE OBTAINED UPON APPLICATION TO THE MINISTRY 
OF LABOR, WHICH, IF SATISFIED THAT A PRE-EXISTING 
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EMPLOYMENT CONTRACT PROVIDES AT LEAST THE MINIMAL 
PROTECTION GUARANTEED UNDER ISRAELI LAW, WILL READILY 
AUTHORIZE THEM. 

4. THE LEGAL ADVISER RECOMMENDS THAT ANY FOREIGN 
COMPANY PLANNING TO EMPLOY FOREIGN EMPLOYEES IN 
ISRAEL HIRE A LAWYER TO ARRANGE AND NEGOTIATE SUCH 
EXEMPTION WITH HIS MINISTRY. 

LEWIS 
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